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In	Attendance:	Cllr	S	Mellor	(Chairman),	Cllr	A	Partridge,	Cllr	M	Hadley,	Cllr	W	Smith,	Cllr	P	Ewin	
	
Parish	Clerk	Anne	Rayner		
County	Councillor	Ed	Connolly	
2	members	of	the	public	

	
	

1. Open	Forum	–	An	opportunity	for	any	parishioner	to	speak	on	parish	matters	and	to	hear	
reports	from	District	and	County	Councillors,	if	available	–	A	member	of	the	public	reported	that	
building	works	and	agricultural	vehicles	are	having	a	dangerous	impact	on	parts	of	Long	Street.	
Another	resident	asked	about	the	proposed	gateway	for	Long	Street,	as	to	whether	this	was	a	
functioning	gateway	which	could	be	opened	and	closed.	The	Chairman	confirmed	that	these	are	
village	gates,	sited	at	either	side	of	the	verge,	similar	to	those	visible	when	driving	into	Rocklands.		

	
County	Councillor	Connolly	reported	that	Andrew	Proctor,	leader	of	the	County	Council,	has								
written	to	the	Prime	Minister	setting	out	how	the	county	council	and	Government	can	work	
together	effectively	-	and	what	support	is	required	to	make	the	most	of	Norfolk's	potential.	
This	letter	is	available	to	view	on	the	NCC	website:	
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/news/2019/12/council-leader-briefs-pm-on-case-for-change 
	

2. To	consider	apologies	for	absence	–	Apologies	were	received	and	accepted	from	Councillors	
Betts,	H	Mellor	and	N	Wilkins.	District	Councillor	Sarah	Suggitt	also	sent	her	apologies.		

	
3. To	receive	any	declarations	of	interest	in	any	item	on	the	agenda	–	Councillor	Ewin	declared	a	

pecuniary	interest	in	item	8b	on	the	agenda.		
	

4. To	confirm	the	minutes	of	the	meeting	of	20	November	2019	–	The	minutes	were	approved	
without	alteration	and	signed	as	correct	by	the	Chairman.		

	
5. To	report	matters	arising	not	on	the	agenda	and	hear	the	Chairman’s	report	–	Nothing	to	

report.		
	

6. Planning	applications	considered	between	meetings:	None		
	

7. To	hear	of	planning	decisions	and	other	information:	
a) 3PL/2019/1312/HOU	–	17	Chequers	Lane	–	side	&	rear	extension	–	Approved		
b) 3PL/2019/0057/PNE	–	5	Chequers	Lane	–	Ground	floor	rear	extension	–	Refused		

	
8. To	consider	planning	applications:	

a) 3PL/2019/1473/O	–	Land	at	Bow	St	–	Outline	proposal	for	phased	construction	of	2	self	build	
/	custom	built	dwellings	and	access	–	The	parish	council	objected	to	this	application	on	the	
grounds	that	the	site	is	outside	the	development	boundary.		

	
Councillor	Ewin	left	the	room.		
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b) 3PL/2019/1485/VAR	–	Rookery	Farm	–	Variation	of	conditions	–	revised	internal	layout,	
addition	of	entrance	porch	to	rear,	clarification	of	bin	store	&	plant	room,	further	details	re	
car	parking	-		The	parish	council	had	no	objections	to	this	application.		
Councillor	Ewin	re-joined	the	meeting.		
	

c) 3OB/2019/0041/OB	–	Land	at	Town	Green	–	Discharge	of	S106	open	space	works	–	This	was	
discussed	at	some	length.	The	parish	council	agreed	that	the	concern	remained	as	to	who	
would	be	responsible	for	the	upkeep	of	the	area	after	the	initial	three	year	period	specified	in	
the	S106	agreement	had	expired.	Councillors	felt	it	was	likely	that,	if	the	area	started	to	look	
unkempt,	residents	would	expect	the	parish	council	to	step	in	and	assume	responsibility.	
Councillors	wanted	to	know	if	other	options	had	been	considered	for	the	land,	e.g.	if	it	could	
be	incorporated	into	the	curtilage	of	the	properties.	Councillors	also	felt	that	the	hedging	
should	be	removed	and	replaced	by	fencing.	The	matter	of	the	income	from	the	transformer	
was	also	mentioned.	This	does	not	seem	to	be	covered	in	the	agreement.		

d) 3PL/2019/1114/VAR	–	Walsingham	Court,	Attleborough	Rd	–	variation	of	condition	9	(re	
contamination)	–	The	parish	council	had	no	objections	to	this	application.		
	

9. To	consider	the	S106	agreement	relating	to	3PL/2018/1021/F	–	It	was	agreed	to	postpone	
this	item	until	the	January	meeting.		However,	part	of	this	agreement	includes	the	extension	
of	the	30mph	speed	limit	further	along	Hingham	Road	and	the	parish	council	have	received	a	
consultation	letter	regarding	this.	The	parish	council	supported	this	and	also	asked	if	there	
would	be	any	option	to	turn	the	30mph	limit	areas	in	the	main	part	of	the	village,	into	20	mph	
zones.	The	clerk	will	include	this	request	within	the	consultation	response	and	County	
Councillor	Connolly	also	confirmed	he	would	write	to	the	officer,	indicating	his	support	for	
this.	Action	AR.		
	

10. To	discuss	the	review	of	street	furniture	(signs)	and	to	consider	a	suggestion	from	NCC	
Highways	to	trial	a	gateway	at	the	Southern	end	of	Long	Street	-		As	a	result	of	one	of	the	
meetings	relating	to	the	various	speed	signs	in	the	village	and	the	new	signs	designed	by	local	
schoolchildren,	the	Highways	officer	suggested	trialling	village	gateways	at	the	southern	end	
of	Long	Street.	These	have	apparently	been	successful	in	reducing	the	speed	of	vehicles,	
particularly	when	approaching	from	open	countryside.	NCC	have	confirmed	they	would	be	
happy	to	support	the	inclusion	of	one	set	of	village	gates	into	the	parish	council’s	existing	
parish	partnership	bid,	if	a	50	%	contribution	of	£1000	can	be	made.	Councillors	agreed	to	
support	the	contribution	of	£1000	and	the	clerk	will	amend	the	bid,	accordingly.	Action	AR.		
	

11. To	agree	the	2020/21	budget	and	precept	requirements	–	Following	the	last	meeting,	the	
clerk	has	supplied	additional	information	regarding	the	parish	council’s	reserves.	The	matter	
of	the	precept	was	discussed	again,	together	with	up	and	coming	issues	which	will	
undoubtedly	incur	increased	financial	responsibility	for	the	parish.	It	was	resolved	to	increase	
the	precept	by	4%,	meaning	the	precept	will	rise	from	£8041	per	annum	to	£8363.		
	

12. To	approve	the	annual	increment	to	the	clerk’s	salary	from	1	January	2020	–	The	increment	
was	approved.		
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13. To	confirm	the	completion	of	the	re-declaration	of	compliance	for	the	Pensions	Regulator	
The	clerk	confirmed	that	the	re-declaration	was	submitted	within	the	time	limits	and	
confirmation	of	the	acceptance	has	been	received	from	the	Pensions	Regulator.		
	

14. To	receive	the	financial	report	and	consider	the	following	payments:	
	
Chq	no	 Amount	 Payee	 Notes		
100613	 £		252.95	 A	Rayner	 December	salary				

	
The	report,	circulated	prior	to	the	meeting,	was	approved	and	the	payment	was	unanimously	
authorised.		
	

15. 	To	consider	items	from	Councillors	–	Councillor	Hadley	reported	that	a	parishioner	had	
mentioned	the	disruption	to	the	roads	being	closed	temporarily	due	to	the	loading	of	sugar	
beet.	It	was	acknowledged	that,	whilst	being	an	inconvenience,	there	is	little	that	can	be	done	
about	this	and	the	closures	are	over	a	very	short	timeframe.		
Councillor	Partridge	reported	that	she	had	received	one	complaint	about	the	siting	of	the	new	
noticeboard	on	Hingham	Rd.		
		

16.						To	consider	correspondence	received	–	None	to	report		
	
17. To	confirm	the	date	of	the	next	meeting	as	Wednesday	15	January	2020	to	be	held	at	the	

Recreation	Centre	commencing	at	7.30pm	
	
There	being	no	further	business,	the	meeting	closed	at	8.30pm.		
	


